Please write a 1,500-word essay on the topic below.  Your essay will be graded on two general areas:  written content and writing conventions.  The conventions refer to the spelling, grammar, citations, capitalization, and format of your writing.  The content refers to the style, topic, thesis, supporting evidence and sophistication of your argument.  I wrote the questions in an open-ended manner so that you will have room to express yourself freely while (hopefully) avoiding internet plagiarism.  You will need to express an opinion on your question.

You must cite three sources, and your citations should follow either MLA format or the format of the Chicago Manual of Style.  The manual is widely available in bookstores, libraries and online.  Here is a link:   http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)



TOPIC:
Choose a specific coin in circulation in the United States between 1776 and 1900 and research the coin.  Do not write on a denomination of coin, write on one particular coin that was minted during a specific time period.  For example, the 2 cent piece that was minted between 1864 and 1873.  Write an essay on its history.  Include an image of the obverse and reverse (for a total of two images).  Describe with text its metal content, denomination, years of circulation, detailed description of inscriptions and images and the current price range for obtaining such a coin.  Finally, describe any historical effect the coin may have had on U.S. history.
